TOWN OF WEST POINT
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING
JOINT PUBLIC HEARING WITH
WEST POINT PLANNING COMMISSION
JANUARY 3, 2007
MINUTES

I. Call to Order

The Honorable James H. Hudson, III called the Special Called Meeting of West Point
Town Council to order at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, January 3™, 2007.

Members Present: James Hudson, Mayor; Deborah T. Ball, Vice Mayor; Dick Brake;
Charles Gordon; Tina Gulley; Wayne Healy; Jack Lawson and Gail Nichols.

Planning Commission Members Present: Paul Diggs, Chairman, Jim Vadas, Vice
Chairman; Dwayne N. Callis, Jim Hudson, Bub Shreaves and Mary Montague Sikes.

Also Present: Trent Funkhouser, Town Manager; Andrea Erard, Town Attorney; Karen
Barrow, Town Clerk; Neal Barber, Economic Development Coordinator and any other

interest persons.

A. Public Hearing — Ordinance 11-06 / Height Limitations within the M-2
' Zoning District.

Planning Commission Chairman Paul Diggs opened the floor for citizens
to comment on ordinance 11-06/Height Limitations within the M-2
Zoning District.

1.

Gene Pierce, 463, St. Johns Church Road, West Point, Virginia, stated
that he owns a residential structure adjacent to Old Dominion Grain
and advised that he objects to the proposed grain bin and presented
Town Council with petition contain 238 signatures objecting to the
expansion of Old Dominion Grain. Mr. Pierce asked for the petition to
be entered into the minutes record.

Richard Cartwright, 3037 Southern Avenue, West Point, Virginia
stated he objects to the Ordinance and asked Town Council to consider
the impact of the proposed grain bin on the residents in the area.

Lynn Carruth, 180 Oak Grove Avenue, West Point, Virginia stated the
ordinance clearly allows the construction of a one hundred foot grain
bin within a short distance of residential property and stated she
objects to the ordinance.

Linda Smith, 3750 Blue Heron Lane, West Point, Virginia stated she

is part owner and operator of Old Dominion Grain. ‘Ms. Smith advised
that Old Dominion Grain was established in 1960 and if Old Dominion
Grain is not allowed to expand they will either go out of business or
resort to an alternative form of transportation and install railroad
tracks. Ms. Smith also stated that Old Dominion Grain supports other
businesses in West Point, the truck drivers eat at the restaurants and
they purchase gas from gas companies.

Ms. Smith presented Town Council with a letter from adjoining
property Charles Revere, the owner of First Virginia Propane Gas
supporting Ordinance 11-06 and the expansion of Old Dominion
Grain.

Herbert Milby Jr., Owner of Milby Oil, West Point, Virginia advised
that Old Dominion Grain is one of his best customers and that over the
past few years several businesses have either gone out of the business
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or moved out of West Point. Mr. Milby stated that he approves of
ordinance 11-06 and suggested Town Council do what they need to do
to retain a viable business in West Point especially when that business
supports many other business in West Point.

7. James Ward, Attorney for Mr. Richard Cartwright and Eugene Pierce.
Mr. Ward advised the proposed ordinance is not justified, it contains
no minimum lot size and the set backs in section 70-292 do not work
for both industry and residential properties. Old Dominion Grain will
not go out of business if this ordinance is denied. Mr. Ward suggested
that Council review the ordinance to protect the residents in the area.

Ms. Smith advised she has an Arial photo of the property showing the area including the
residential homes and posted the photo for all to view. '

Mr. Neal Barber, the Economic Development Coordinator advised that he is working
with two other industries located in the M-2 Light Industrial Area that are also
considering expansion. The proposed ordinance would require an increase in side yards,
rear yards and front yards, which would negatively impact any future expansion. Mr.
Barber stated that section 70-292 does not specifically address the height requirements
that are under review and asked Town Council not to consider the proposed changes in
section 70-292/Required Yards.

Mr. Gordon advised that a Virginia Power Line goes through the location of the proposed

Grain Bin and asked if the grain bin will need to be moved to accommodate the power
line. '

Ms. Smith advised no, that one building would be demolished to make room for the grain
bin.

Paul Diggs read the letter from First Virginia Propane Gas and asked if any else would
like to submit a comment on the proposed Ordinance 11-06. There being none, Mr. Diggs
closed the public hearing.

Mr. Hudson stated the petition and letter from Revere Gas shall be entered into the Town
Council minutes.

The Planning Commission asked Ms. Smith if Old Dominion Grain has considered
purchasing any adjoining property or is there another location for the grain bin.

Ms. Smith advised Royster Clark was purchased by Crop Productions a Canadian
Company. Ms. Smith stated that she has called Crop Productions and asked if they
wanted to sell the property, Ms. Smith was told that Crop Productions does not want to
sell at this time.

Mr. Pierce stated that he had also called Crop Productions and he was told a Company
Representative would return his call in March.

The West Point Planning Commission recommends that Town Council approve
Ordinance 11-06, Height Limitation in M-2 Light Industrial District, with no changes to
the current code section 70-292 and a recommendation for changes to section 70-295 as
follows: Delete the first paragraph and for the following two sentences to be inserted;
Structures may be erected up to 60 feet from grade to the top of the structure within the
M-2 District. Structures in excess of 60 feet in height from grade to the top of the
structure may be erected only upon the granting of a special use permit by Town Council
in accordance with Article XXII.

Mr. Lawson made a motion to approve Ordinance 11-06 as recommended by the West
Point Planning Commission. Seconded by Mrs. Gulley.

Mrs. Gulley and Mr. Lawson stated that Town Council has become committed to

Economic Development and when a thriving business that’s been in West Point for forty-
six years wants to expand then Town Council needs to look at all aspects involved.
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Mr. Brake stated the EDA are working extremely hard for economic development so the
Town can maintain their current services and school system.

Mr. Gordon stated he agrees with Mr. Ward that Town Council should not rush with the
Ordinance and suggested Town Council table action pending further review.

Mr. Healy stated the residents have paid for their water front property for many years and
are entitled to enjoy their homes without industries expanding into their yards.

Mrs. Nichols stated the Town needs to look at the tax base and what is needed to
maintain the current services.

Recorded Vote:

Mrs. Ball “Aye”
Mr. Brake “Aye”
Mr. Gordon “Nay”
Mrs. Gulley “Aye”
Mr. Healy “Nay”
Mr. Lawson “Aye”
Mrs. Nichols “Aye”

The motion was approved 5 — 2.

ATTEST:

Kagen M. Barro
Town Clerk
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FIRST VIRGIHIW PROPHNE
5240 SOUTHERN IVENUE
WEST POINT, V. 23181
(804) 843-3157

1/3/07

Town Of West Point
Members of Town Council
West Point, Va. 23181

‘Dear Councilmen:
I write to support Old Dominion Graln’s request to expand their facility.

Old dominion Grain is a significant customer of ours and their continued
ability to grow and prosper is very important to our success.

The most crucial contribution Old Dominion Grain is making to the
economic viability of the area is through the agricultural community. OIld
Dominion Graln offers the only local alternative to the farm community to
market thelr grains. If there.was not this competitive factor the farmers would
receive less for their product.

Lower prices for Farm products would have considerable negative impact
on the entire area’s economy.

The area where our plant and Old Dominion Grain facilities are located
was designated as an industrial area to accommodate businesses such as ours.

Again we support Old Dominion Grain’s effort to expand and trust you
will welgh all the factors in your decision.

Smc ly,

%%W

es R. Revere
President



TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission
Date: Sﬁ&"'"nj Dec. 20, uot

SUBJECT: Petition

We OPPOSE any change in the M-2 height Code for the purpose of accomodating

a 100 foot plus high silo for Old Dominion Grain Corp.. The minimum sideline distance
and height for this silo would be entirely too close for comfort for anyone living in the
adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed ,it is certainly not a reasonable action.

Itis being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who lives
near a M-2 zone .
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission
Date: Start 77; Pec. \-.D.ol 2004
SUBJECT: Petition

We OPPOSE any change in the M-2 height Code for the purpose of accomodating

a 100 foot plus high silo for OId Dominion Grain Corp.. The minimum sideline distance
and height for this silo would be entirely too close for comfort for anyone living in the
adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed it is certainly not g reasonable action.
Itis being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who lives
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission
Date: 5+aa7‘:>:5 Dec. 2u, o0k

SUBJECT: Petition

adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed ,it is certainly not a reasonable action.
Itis being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who lives
hear a M-2 zone .

ADDRESS PHONE
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission
Date: 54‘&(2-7":'03 Dec .20, 2wol

SUBJECT: Petition

We OPPOSE any change in the M-2 height Code for the purpose of accomodating
a 100 foot plus high silo for Old Dominion Grain Corp.. The minimum sideline distance
and height for this silo would be entirely too close for comfort for anyone living in the
adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed ,it is certainly not a reasonable action.

Itis being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who lives
near a M-2 zone .
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission

Date: S‘)‘ﬂfd‘mﬁ D"'e"‘a, 2004
SUBJECT: Petition

We OPPOSE any change in the M-2 height Code for the purpose of accomodating
a 100 foot plus high silo for Old Dominion Grain Corp.. The minimum sideline distance
and height for this silo would be entirely too close for comfort for anyone living in the
adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed ,it is certainly not a reasonable action.

It is being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who fives
near a M-2 zone .
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission

Date: S'Hw‘?"mj Dec . 2L, Jovk
SUBJECT: Petition

We OPPOSE any change in the M-2 height Code for the purpose of accomodating
a 100 foot plus high silo for Old Dominion Grain Corp.. The minimum sideline distance
and height for this silo would be entirely too close for comfort for anyone living in the
adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed ,it is certainly not a reasonable action.
Itis being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who fives
near a M-2 zone .
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission
Date: Siwej'mj Pec. 2o 300t

SUBJECT: Petition

NAME ADDRESS PHONE
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission
Date: S#acts 5 Dec. 20, 200¢C

SUBJECT: Petition

We OPPOSE any change in the M-2 height Code for the purpose of accomodating
a 100 foot plus high silo for Old Dominion Grain Corp.. The minimum sideline distance
and height for this silo would be entirely too close for comfort for anyone living in the
adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed ,it is certainly not a.reasonable action.
Itis being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who lives
near a M-2 zone .
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission

Date: 59—“""3‘7"0" Dec. 20, 2006
SUBJECT: Petition

We OPPOSE any change in the M-2 height Code for the purpose of accomodating
a 100 foot plus high silo for Old Dominion Grain Corp.. The minimum sideline distance
and height for this silo would be entirely too close for comfort for anyone living in the
‘tﬂjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed ,it is certainly not a reasonable action.
i

s being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who lives
near a M-2 zone .
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission
Date: S-hq.e’%nj Dec . 2—0) Qo0 f
SUBJECT: Petition

We OPPOSE any change in the M-2 height Code for the purpose of accomodating
a 100 foot plus high silo for Old Dominion Grain Corp.. The minimum sideline distance
and height for this silo would be entirely too close for comfort for anyone living in the
adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed ,it is certainly not a reasonable action,
Itis being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who fives
hear a M-2 zone .
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission
Date: 51‘1“—&+1;L5 Dee. 20, 200t
SUBJECT: Petition

We OPPOSE any change in the M-2 height Code for the purpose of accomodating
a 100 foot plus high silo for Old Dominion Grain Corp.. The minimum sideline distance
and height for this silo would be entirely too close for comfort for anyone living in the
adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed ,it is certainly not a reasonable action.

Itis being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who lives
near a M-2 zone .
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission
Date: 5'farh v, Dec. 20, 200t

SUBJECT: Petition

adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed ,it is certainly not a reasonable action.
Itis being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who lives
near a M-2 zone .
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission
Date:

SUBJECT: Petition

any change in the M-2 height Code for the purpose of accomodating
i n Grain Corp.. The minimum sideline distance
and height for this silo would be entirely

too close for comfort for anyone living in the
adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed Jitis certainly not a reasonable action.
i i ompany , but will affect anyone who lives
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission

Date: olged 7 zacr
SUBJECT: Petition

We OPPOSE any change in the M-2 height Code for the purpose of accomodating
a 100 foot plus high silo for Oid Dominion Grain Corp.. The minimum sideline distance
and height for this silo would be entirely too close for comfort for anyone living in the
adjoining dwelling. If the code change is passed ,it is certainly not a reasonable action.
Itis being changed to accomodate one company , but will affect anyone who lives
near a M-2 zone .
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TO: The West Point Town Council and Planning Commission
Date: Staetivg Dec. 20, 200k

SUBJECT: Petition
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TO: The West Point Town Couneil and Planning Commission
Date:

SUBJECT: Petition

We OPPOSE any change in the M-2 height Code for the
a 100 foot plus high

purpose of accomodating
1 silo for Old Dorpinion Grain Corp.. The min

imum sideline distance
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